What is the Satellite Home Viewer Improvement Act (SHVIA)? 
The Satellite Home Viewer Improvement Act, or SHVIA, is a federal copyright law passed by Congress to balance the needs of viewers, satellite services and networks and their local affiliate stations. Local affiliates are television stations that have applied for and have been granted a broadcasting license to serve a particular community.  The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) grants and administers these broadcasting licenses.  Pursuant to its license, a television station broadcasts a television signal that typically extends over a large geographic area.  A broadcaster's local coverage area is usually considered to be that area within the station's predicted Grade B contour.  At the outer perimeter of a station's predicted Grade B contour, 50% of the locations are predicted to receive an acceptable quality picture at least 90% of the time. The SHVIA is not a communications law but a copyright law.  Networks and their affiliates either own the copyright in, or purchase in the open market a copyright license to, the programming that they broadcast.  It is illegal to broadcast or retransmit programming in which one has not acquired a copyright license.  Rather than satellite providers having to negotiate with the networks, the affiliates, or other program suppliers for the right to retransmit copyrighted programming, the SHVIA grants to satellite carriers a special, but limited, compulsory copyright license.  However, the SHVIA grants this license to satellite carriers to provide network programming only to those households that the law defines as "unserved."  An "unserved household" is one that cannot receive, by means of a conventional rooftop antenna, a signal of at least Grade B intensity from a local network affiliate.  The SHVIA thus attempts to strike a balance between, on the one hand, granting to satellite providers a compulsory copyright license for network service to those who would otherwise be unable to receive it over-the-air from their local affiliate and, on the other hand, protecting the network-local affiliate relationship, which is the basis of free, over-the-air television, and the copyrights that those parties have acquired.  Therefore, as a consequence of the SHVIA, it is only when a viewer in a particular location cannot receive an-over-the-air local network signal of at least Grade B intensity that a satellite service provider can sign them up for distant network service. If a viewer subscribes to and receives a distant network service, and a later determination is made that that viewer can receive a signal of Grade B intensity from an affiliate of that particular network, then the satellite provider must disconnect that viewer from that distant network.  Many satellite providers sell a "distant network package" of all four signals (ABC, CBS, NBC, and Fox).  In the example just given, the other networks in the distant network package will remain intact unless the viewer also resides within the predicted Grade B signal area of an affiliate of those networks and those affiliates also challenge the viewer's eligibility to receive the distant network signal. 
What exactly is a waiver?
A waiver is the means by which a local network affiliate waives its legal right to enforce the Satellite Home Viewer Improvement Act (SHVIA) against a viewer's satellite provider.  By means of this waiver, a local network-affiliated station in effect grants permission for a viewer to receive a satellite-delivered signal from a distant station of the same network when the viewer would not otherwise be legally entitled to receive it.  Under the SHVIA, a network affiliate must be notified when viewers are connected to, and disconnected from, distant network signals by the satellite companies.  A station has the right to challenge the eligibility status of any viewer that is signed up for distant network service via satellite, but, as a practical matter, such challenges are generally only considered if the viewer resides within the affiliate station's predicted Grade B signal area and thus is likely to be able to receive an over-the-air signal of Grade B intensity.  
  
Should I contact KMVT directly for a waiver? 
 

No.  The station no longer accepts direct waiver requests according to the SHVIA.  Waiver requests are now submitted on your behalf by your satellite service provider. 
Don't all consumers have a "right" to receive network programming from a satellite company? 
 No. Under the 1988 Satellite Home Viewer Act, only those consumers who cannot receive local broadcast signals over-the-air and have not subscribed to cable service within the past 90 days are eligible to receive network programming through a home satellite dish. These consumers are considered "unserved" by their local stations. This narrow right to receive network stations via satellite is a limited exception to the exclusive programming copyrights assigned to television networks and their local affiliates.  
Is there anything a consumer can do to receive or retain satellite-delivered network programming? 
 Yes. A consumer must determine whether he or she resides in an "unserved household" by contacting either a satellite company, an antenna technician, or the local network affiliates. A signal intensity test may be necessary and a fee may be required. 
If a consumer is "unserved," he or she may subscribe to satellite-delivered network programming from a home satellite company. 
If a consumer is "served," he or she may: 
(1)   Request a waiver from each local network affiliate 
(2)    Install a rooftop antenna (or get a better antenna if you already have one); 
(3) Obtain the network programming from the local cable television company. 
What is an "unserved household"? 
 In common language, "unserved" means that the household is unable to receive an adequate television signal. Legally, the Satellite Home Viewer Act defines "unserved household" as a household that: (1) cannot receive, through the use of a conventional outdoor rooftop antenna, an over-the-air signal of "Grade B intensity" and (2) has not received network affiliated stations via cable within the past 90 days. Under current federal law, only "unserved households" or those with a waiver from a local network affiliate may receive broadcast network stations via a home satellite dish. 
What is "Grade B intensity"? 
Grade B intensity is a radio engineering term used by the Satellite Home Viewer Act and defined by the Commission. It is a specific measure of the strength of a television signal. Although a Grade B signal will not guarantee a perfectly clear image, it is adequate for home viewing. 
What contour is being used? 
The predicted Grade B signal strength as computed by the Longley-Rice Irregular Terrain Model algorithm with location, time, and confidence parameters of 50/50/50 and a height of 30 feet and a gain of 0 for the receiving antenna.  These are the standard parameters used in the industry for Grade B signal area prediction.   
If a consumer does not reside in an "unserved household," when may the consumer expect to have satellite-delivered network programming terminated as required by the court rulings? 
Under a December 1998 injunction issued by a Miami federal district court, satellite subscribers nationwide who were signed up for CBS and Fox network programming were liable to have their service terminated. Consumers should contact their satellite carrier or broadcaster for more information on how they may be affected. 
